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Synopsis

The charismatic and multi-talented Amy Sedaris is many things: actress, author, and yes, David
Sedariss sister. Now, she takes on the world of entertaining in this blisteringly funny collection of
bizarre tips, recipes and craft ideas (like mini pantyhose plant-hangers!) perfect for hosting an

unforgettable fete. Your guests will rave.
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Customer Reviews

Starred Review. There’s no way around it: Sedaris fans are going to have to buy both her lavishly
illustrated book and her audiobook adaptation. No one should be forced to decide between enjoying
the visual delights of her kitschy photo-filled book or the aural pleasures of Sedaris’s wonderfully
exuberant narration. The rubber-faced comedienne proves equally limber vocally with her
quicksilver changes from perfect deadpan to goofy dialects. The jaunty musical score and quirky
sound effects enhance the production and complement her narration. Sedaris sounds like she’s
throwing a party in the studio and listeners would be foolish not to RSVP. The fourth disc contains a
PDF file with all 76 recipes for her "15-minute meals in 20 minutes," which were read aloud on the
previous discs, in addition to 70 more "Jackpot Recipes." A truly delightful audiobook. Copyright

A A®© Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

The actor, caterer, film star, comic, and sister of David Sedaris charms, seduces, entertains,
instructs, amuses, and just plain invites readers into her somewhat eclectic life. Readers will revel in

the more than 100 recipes with menus for dozens of occasions (or not), from blind date at home to



table for one (an evening alone, that is, with steak and salad). Her recipes, by the way, are no rivals
to the Culinary Institute of America; for instance, the directions for "carrot coins" call for slicing
carrots so they look like coins and sauteing with butter, salt, and pepper. Readers can choose from
any number of easy items to craft--a Greek dress, a calf stretcher, or a mini-pantyhose plant hanger.
Among the various tips shared: "One possible origin of the term ’'monkey dish’ [is] originally a dish
made from a monkey’s skull." But everyone can simply enjoy her wisdom-filled one-liners, with at
least one appearing on every page. (About entertaining the elderly, she says, "Keep them engaged
or it's the express train to nappy-land.") This is hardly a Reader’s Digest compendium, but David
Letterman would be pleased with it. Media tours and promotions alone should drive demand.
Barbara JacobsCopyright A A© American Library Association. All rights reserved --This text refers

to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.

Perfect for : Personal Use, Hostess Gift, General Giftln a nutshell: When | first opened this book, |
laughed because of all the humor (it really IS a fun book), but then | started to read it and found that
| was amazed at all the helpful information it contained! Learn to cook with new recipes, learn how
to host a kids party (this can be harder than it sounds!), write a letter to a celebrity asking for an
autograph, what to wear to the doctor’s office, how to bury (or memorialize) a pet. . . you will find
these and many other great tips throughout the book! Not only was it fun, but it was helpful too!
Plus, many of the recipes include pictures and they look and sound very yummy! | highly
recommend that you get a copy for yourself and get a few extras to give as hostess gifts and
birthday/Christmas gifts for the woman who enjoys entertaining and has a great sense of humor . . .
or needs one!PS - make sure you set aside your regular menu and add some of these great recipes
in - they really are great!Extended Review:Content: The book includes a chapter on "The Art of
Hospitality," and sections titled: Hospitality in Action, Jackpot Recipes, Pantyhose, Crafts, And Good
ldeas.Amy has shared her best recipes, hints and tips for 23 different entertaining occasions,
including: a blind date, an unexpected guest, grieving, ladies night, entertaining the elderly, when
you get to play nurse, clubs, gift giving, etc.Each entertaining chapter is filled with recipes, tips,
tricks and a LOT of humor! But on a serious note, when talking about grieving and funerals, | was
not previously aware that you should ask a friend or neighbor to house-sit while at the funeral as
some robbers will watch the obituaries and try to break-in while everyone is at the funeral. |
mentioned this fact to my sister-in-law, who knew about this fact and has done some house-sitting
for friends who were at a funeral. | was amazed that | didn’t know this common fact and very

thankful to have read it in this book!Format: Filled with pictures, drawings, recipes, notes, tips,



explanations, and real ideas for entertaining situations.Readability: Fun and easy to read!Overall:
This is such a fun and entertaining, not to mention really helpful book! You won’t be able to read
through this book without cracking a smile! | think it is a must for every kitchen, and a really great

hostess gift for a woman with a good sense of humor.

| love Amy Sedaris, but this book was just okay. | thought it had potential for being very funny, but it

almost reads like it doesn’t know if it should be funny or helpful. I just felt that it missed the mark.

The price stalled me for a bit but now that | have it, | think the price is a good deal because there is
so much going on in the book. | had the exact same contact paper on my paper clip necklace. |
didn’t see a faux leather weave pencil cup made out of a baby food jar, masking tape and brown
shoe polish in the book but there are a lot of reference photos of the author tanned and in tan
pantyhose for those recipes that instruct food to be cooked until tanned. Also, if you tend to stare at
photos of ethnic Greek women looking for similiarities and the inspiration for the nonstop creation of
kourai, this is the book for you. Lots of pictures of the author especially her FEET with great

photographic detail of her toes and toe nails.

Amy Sedaris’ book is chock-ful of actual recipes and hostessing tips, the recipes are all real; some
of the hostessing tips are tongue-in-cheek, and there are several adults-only tips (those were the
funniest, to me, along with her pretend adverts for things such as "pineapple-scented tampons").
The book has a retro look and feel that reminds me of some of the actual books my mother had
when | was growing up (I'm a child of the 60’s and 70’s, as is Sedaris), with an appealing layout and
engaging illustrations.The zinger for me though had to be her reference to one of my my favorite,
obscure, 70’s made-for-tv horror movies: "Trilogy Of Terror" - she lambasts Karen Black’s character
for her obvious "lack of cooking skills" in the segment with the Zuni fetish doll. That alone made me
almost choke with laughter.In all seriousness though, this book is a great, entertaining read, full of
yummy recipes along with some raunchy humor. You'll learn, and you’ll laugh. I'm going to use
some of those recipes too...and | might just put marbles in the medicine cabinet, the next time we

have houseguests....

| wanted to wait a while before writing a review for this wonderful book. | read it cover-to-cover after
receiving my copy from . | wanted to make sure it’s as fantabulous as it seemed on first read.As a

lifestyle book, the hints are sometimes cheeky-snarky and sometimes serious and practical. As a



humor book, Sedaris hits the mark just about every time. Visually, the layout is great and the art is
varied and fun (I can’t decide which | prefer: the photos or the illustrations). You can read the book
repeatedly and still catch new things each time.For me, this book has worked best as a cookbook.
I've tried several of the recipes and only had one that didn’t turn out (the Swiss cheese puffs). The
cheeseballs have been especially wonderful. | have learned a lot from the tips and tricks and have
relaxed about cooking. The 15 minute meals in 20 minutes section seems silly at first glance but
provides some groundwork for basic cooking that | think even seasoned cooks can use.What |
learned from the book was about relaxing, whether in terms of cooking, entertaining or just life in
general. | was never an uptight cook or baker but | often felt that entertaining was a lot of pressure.
My teachers ranged from my mother to Martha Stewart, neither of whom would suggest a sombrero
with a brimful of chips = Fiesta Night. This book has given me confidence in entertaining and
cooking. Who knew that you could make "fruit salad" with a can of fruit cocktail and a little Cool
Whip?l don’t know how there could be any kind of follow-up book, since this one is so jam-packed,
but | hope there is. Only complaint: Not all the pages were numbered (what'’s that about?) but that

problem was easily solved with a mini-Sharpie. It's not even worth docking a star.
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